
ADVANCED QUALITATIVE METHODS 
 

Course leader     Dr Alena Ledeneva 
Credit value     8 ECTS 
Runs      Second term 
Teaching and Learning methods  Lectures, workshops, private study 
Assessment:     100% coursework 
The course is assessed by a 5,000-word essay reflecting on the strengths and 
weaknesses of a particular qualitative method, the degree to which the method 
achieves its intended goals, a critique of the method and the exposition of alternative 
methodologies. 
 
Rationale 
This course provides advanced introductions to a representative range of qualitative 
methods. Such methods include: the practice of ethnographical and anthropological 
observation and participant observation; the use of interviewing (both structured and 
semi-structured), questionnaires, focus groups, surveys and case studies; content and 
discourse analysis; the methodology of oral history; and the ethical application of 
research methods. The course provides practical, hands-on experience in using 
selected methods. Students gain a knowledge and understanding of issues central to 
the conduct of qualitative research, including issues of measurement, validity and 
reliability; the applicability of particular qualitative methods for particular research 
approaches; and how to critically appraise primary qualitative research, including the 
evaluation of the validity and appropriateness of other researchers’ qualitative 
methods. 
 
The classes in ‘Advanced Qualitative Methods’ are taught by specialists in different 
qualitative research methodologies. They share their experience of the application of 
qualitative methods in their respective fields and provide advice and consultation on 
the advanced use of cutting-edge qualitative methods.  
 
By the end of the course, students will have acquired the knowledge and 
understanding necessary to undertake and evaluate the results of advanced qualitative 
research.  Having completed the course, students are equipped for specialist courses, 
offered within UCL, such as ‘Ethnographic Object Analysis’, ‘Interviews and Oral 
History’, and ‘Research Ethics’ and are well placed for further qualitative analysis in 
MASR II. 
 
Aims 
1. To develop and extend students’ knowledge of qualitative methods for the social 

sciences through both the presentation of methodological concepts as well as 
practical experience 

2. To offer students the opportunity to explore and practise different qualitative 
approaches 

3. To increase students’ understanding of the processes involved in doing qualitative 
research 

4. To endow students with the knowledge and understanding necessary to undertake 
and evaluate the results of qualitative research 

 



Objectives By the end of the course, students will: 
1. Have developed an advanced working knowledge of issues central to the conduct 

of qualitative research including issues of measurement, validity and reliability 
2. Have developed a solid understanding of the qualitative research process as a 

whole and the methods available to the qualitative researcher 
3. Be able to understand and assess the applicability of particular qualitative methods 

for particular research approaches 
4. Be able critically to appraise primary qualitative research 
5. Have gained practical experience of various qualitative approaches including the 

use of Nvivo for critical discourse analysis 
 
Topics 
1. Introduction  
2. Anthropological Fieldwork  
3. Ethnography  
4. Case studies 
5. Comparative studies  
6. Questionnaire design 
7. Focus groups 
8. Critical Discourse Analysis 
9. Informal and semi-structured interviewing 
10. Oral history and life-stories 
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