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Conference Rationale

This conference, the inaugural event of the Children of the Revolution Season, will engage with the
historical moment of Solidarity and other oppositional movements in Central and Eastern Europe with a
view to reassessing the concept of solidarity both in its theoretical dimensions and in its relevance for
political action today.

Historical Context. This task will require a re-examination of Solidarity and analogous movements in the
breadth of their historical contexts. On the one hand, these are contexts internal to particular national
societies and internal to the Eastern bloc. On the other hand, these are the broader contexts of shifting
alliances, social developments and ideological positions on a European and global stage. In both these sets
of contexts, it appears that the anti-hegemonic and anti-monolithic nature of Solidarity and related
movements cut across simple polarities of the left and right, challenged established interests and
established world-views, and sought to create new forms of solidarities and new modes of political activity.

Analysis. From this contextualization follows the need for an analytical interrogation of these solidarities
and modes of activities.

= To what extent did these movements introduce a new dimension to the legitimation of power -
making new demands on rulers and putting new obligations on the ruled?

=  What was the relationship between ethics, aesthetics and political practice in these movements?

= To what extent did these movements attempt to create a moral space, later called 'civil society’,
that might be more than the neutral space where norms of co-existence could be hammered out?



The answers here will raise further crucial questions:

=  What was the link between the practices of the 1980s and the revolutionary phenomenon of 1989?

= What it was that these solidarities generated that enabled those latent, more or less peaceful, and
more or less negotiated revolutions to happen?

= What was it about those solidarities that meant that the caesura of 1989 was so quickly obscured,
that revolutionary hopes were so swiftly discarded, and that those solidarities themselves
effectively dissolved in the cool waters of the free market and liberal democracy?

Contemporary Solidarities. Finally, the conference will take an audit of the contemporary relevance of
Solidarity/solidarities for a world that still may find the practice of solidarity uncomfortable. One might
provisionally define the movements under discussion by their emphasis on horizontalism and anti-
bureaucratism, on transparency, truth and trust, on personal, social and political authenticity, and by their
trans-class self-definition in terms of inclusion and not incorporation.

= How have these elements have survived in contemporary practices and what resources they might
provide for future political action?

=  What sort of transformations did these movements enact on those that witnessed, experienced
and wrote about them? Although much (or even all) of this legacy might have been lost in the rush
towards the free-market and representative democracy after 1989, the most important question of
all is whether those movements might still provide a living legacy of practising solidarity.

For it does seem that - in today's struggles for identity and authorship, meaning and control - a renewal of
solidarities might be taking place. For these new solidarities to coalesce, however, it might be necessary to
return to what was historically overlooked or rejected from the experience of solidarities and to go back to
lessons that were not learned. And yet, such a return cannot be a real return: to return will also mean to
acknowledge our contemporary state of precariousness and risk, where any future solidarities may need to
be 'liquid' solidarities.
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For more details, visit http://www.ssees.ucl.ac.uk/solidarityconf.htm, or contact the Conference
Administration by phone (+44 (0) 20 7679 8738) or by e-mail (childrenoftherevolution@ssees.ucl.ac.uk).




